The edentulous patient and body image--achieving greater patient satisfaction.
Aesthetic outcomes in the rehabilitation of edentulous patients play an important role in regard to treatment satisfaction and its acceptance. While the dental literature is replete with techniques and treatment philosophies that allow the fabrication of aesthetic restorations, adhering to such mechanical practices alone does not necessarily guarantee patient satisfaction. Taking into consideration the patient's perspective can significantly enhance treatment success. This article outlines the relevant factors that influence the aesthetic result of complete denture treatment. This article describes factors that contribute to patients' satisfaction with denture aesthetics and provides guidelines for clinicians to follow in daily practice. Upon reading this article, the reader should be able to: Understand the role that a patient's body image plays in an aesthetic outcome. Recognize contemporary aesthetic trends that influence denture aesthetics.